Risky Business
What You Need To Know About...

Lightning

Severity and Dangers
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The average lightning bolt
could light a 100 watt light bulb
non-stop for about 3 months

There are an average of 25 million
lightning strikes detected each
year in the United States

Lightning can result in deadly
home fires and power surges
which can cause severe damage
to appliances, electronics,
computers, phone systems and
the home’s electrical foundation
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Industry Impact

Average annual loss from severe

nghtning 1?‘ a;{‘:,};r ST thunderstorms are second only to
ﬁf;e;;;;c(t)s Eoth homefls hurricanes in the United States,

costing insurance companies 0vVer

and businesses $10 billion each year since 2003

Annual Insured United States Thunderstorm Losses by Sub-Peril
s
Lightning/Hail ﬁy’ 21% Tornadoes Straight-Line Winds

Loss Prevention Tips

Install a lightning protection

system in all high risk locations. Install surge

This includes lightning rods, down protection devices at
conductors, a grounding system for the meter, main panel
all metal vents and elevated metal and point of use.

appurtenants and ground rods.
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Have the electrical system and the grounding components
surveyed by an electrician to ensure they are up to current codes.
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